
We are in serious need of
systemic and comprehensive

political change…
Our supposedly “democratic” two-party 
system is badly broken, hopelessly corrupt, 
and no longer able (much less willing) to 
adequately represent the interests of the vast 
majority of citizens of this country. 

To re-energize our democracy, loosen the 
grip of special interests, spread power more 
diffusely, and give more citizens of all 
persuasions the opportunity to participate 
more meaningfully in the workings of 
government, we have to break the power of 
the existing major parties – the “duopoly” – 
and turn America into a functional 
multiparty democracy.

But how? There is no reason to expect that 
our present crop of politicians would 
implement such change – after all, why 
should they? The system has been working 
just fine… for them and their patrons.

 If we vote for candidates from the 
mainstream parties (even if they present 
themselves as “reformers” of one type or 
another), we are still voting for the 
continuation of business as usual.

 But if we refuse to vote instead, the system
interprets that action not as anger but as 
apathy. It does not recognize our 
nonparticipation as rejection; instead, it’s 
just seen as another vote for… the 
continuation of business as usual.

So what can be done?

There is another way…
In the last few decades there have been 
several unsuccessful attempts to challenge 
the dominating power of the duopoly.

These challenges all failed… in part because
they were based on the notion that everyone 
dissatisfied with the system would coalesce 
behind a certain single individual, party, 
organization, or movement… when in fact 
the dissatisfied come from all across the 
political spectrum, making such coalitions 
highly unlikely if not impossible.

Fortunately, this kind of “coalition”
 is not actually necessary.

To stage an effective protest against the 
system as a whole and “politics as usual,” all
that is needed is for a majority of voters, in a
sufficiently significant election (e.g., for 
Representative, Senator, Governor, or 
President), to reject both of the duopoly 
candidates.  They do not all have to agree 
on the same alternative.

All they have to do… 
is VOTE OTHER.

Imagine this Election Night news report: 
“Party A’s candidate received 23%, Party 
B’s 20%... but 57% of the votes went to 
other candidates.” Could the “winner” of 
such an election really claim to have earned 
the “consent of the governed”?

Here’s what we do…
1. REGISTER to vote.  Encourage 

your friends, neighbors, co-workers, 
& relatives to register as well.

2. If there are independent or third-party
candidates available, VOTE FOR 
THEM whenever possible.

3. If there are no such candidates, 
WRITE IN the name of someone 
else who’s eligible for the position. 
(Don’t write in “Mickey Mouse” or 
other fictional characters; such votes 
will probably be discarded.)

4. If you can’t think of anyone else, 
WRITE IN YOUR OWN NAME. 

5. SPREAD THE WORD about this 
campaign.

REMEMBER: THERE ARE
ONLY TWO WAYS TO TRULY

“WASTE YOUR VOTE”:

1. Don’t vote at all.

2. Vote for someone who doesn’t really
represent your point of view, just

because you think they might win, or
that they are marginally better than “the

other guy.”

For more information, visit the
VOTE OTHER PROJECT website:
voteotherproject.wordpress.com
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IS THIS MESSAGE FOR YOU?
DO YOU THINK that the present two-
party  system  (a/k/a  “the  duopoly”)  is
truly working well for America…?

DO YOU BELIEVE that your elected
officials  adequately  &  accurately
represent your interests and concerns…?

DO  YOU  KNOW  CANDIDATES
that you can honestly and wholeheartedly
support, without “holding your nose”…?

ARE YOU SATISFIED with the way
that  political  discourse  is  conducted  in
this country…?

Then THIS MESSAGE
 MAY NOT BE FOR YOU.

But… if POLITICS 
makes you feel

DISSATISFIED

DISENGAGED
DISILLUSIONED

DISCONNECTED

DISEMPOWERED
and/or

DISGUSTED…
then READ ON.
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